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The story of this 1-Frame exhibit begins at the Lake-

shore Stamp Exhibition in 2006.  

In 2005, I gave a presentation in Montreal about the 

philately of Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon (SPM). Among 

the fifty people present was the President of the 

Lakeshore Stamp Club, François Brisse. After the pres-

entation, François asked me to take up the challenge 

of showing a competitive exhibit at the regional 

championship organized by his Club each year. I ac-

cepted the challenge despite having no prior experi-

ence in philately competitions.  

After reviewing the regulations, I arrived at the Lake-

shore Stamp Exhibition on March 31, 2006 with a 16-

page (1 frame) study of the SPM Gothic overprint.  

On April 1, but not an April Fool’s prank, the exhibit 

was awarded a Gold medal! A few months later, I en-

tered the exhibit in Novapex, that year a National 

level show and was awarded a Gold medal at the 

higher level. During that show, Charles Verge, the 

Chief Judge, made suggestions to improve the exhibit 

and suggested that I consider exhibiting internation-

ally. Within a few months, having followed advice 

from Charles Verge and Peter McCann, an American 

FIP Judge, I joined The RPSC 

and applied to exhibit at St 

Petersburg FIP World Cham-

pionship in June 2007. At St 

Petersburg, I was awarded a 

Gold medal with a score of 

93 points. It was less than 

fourteen months after my 

first showing of the 

exhibit. My years studying the philately and 

postal history of SPM gave me the knowledge 

to be able to put together a top-level exhibit. 

the years, I have exhibited many other topics 

of Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon philately, but I 

decided to show this exhibit again for EURO-

PHIL-SPM 2023 and the Great American 

Stamp Show (GASS) in Cleveland. I was 

pleased when it was awarded second place in 

the "European Academy" category at EURO-

PHIL-SPM and the Single Grand Award at 

GASS.   

In total, the exhibit has been shown 15 times. 

It received the Single Grand Award three times – twice in Canada and once in the United 

States and in 2007, before the Single Frame Grand Award was established, it was awarded 

the Reserve Grand at Orapex. 


